
Research & Creative Inquiry Course Inventory 
Overview 
The GE allows students to take a single, 4+ credit course to satisfy a particular GE Theme requirement if 
that course includes key practices that are recognized as integrative and high impact. Courses seeking one 
of these designations need to provide a completed Integrative Practices Inventory at the time of course 
submission.  This will be evaluated with the rest of the course materials (syllabus, Theme Course 
submission document, etc). Approved Integrative Practices courses will need to participate in assessment 
both for their Theme category and for their integrative practice.   

Please enter text in the boxes below to describe how your class will meet the expectations of Research & 
Creative Inquiry Courses. It may be helpful to consult the Description & Expectations document for this 
pedagogical practice or to consult with the OSU Office of Undergraduate Research and Creative Inquiry. 
You may also want to consult the Director of Undergraduate Studies or appropriate support staff person 
as you complete this Inventory and submit your course.     

Please use language that is clear and concise and that colleagues outside of your discipline will be able to 
follow. You are encouraged to refer specifically to the syllabus submitted for the course, since the 
reviewers will also have that document Because this document will be used in the course review and 
approval process, you should be as specific as possible, listing concrete activities, specific theories, names 
of scholars, titles of textbooks etc.  

Accessibility 
If you have a disability and have trouble accessing this document or need to receive it in another format, 
please reach out to Meg Daly at daly.66@osu.edu or call 614-247-8412. 

Pedagogical Practices for Research & Creative Inquiry 

Course subject & number 

Performance expectations set at appropriately high levels (e.g. students investigate their own 
questions or develop their own creative projects). Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics and 
activities and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words) 



Research & Creative Inquiry Inventory 

Significant investment of time and effort by students over an extended period of time (e.g., 
scaffolded scientific or creative processes building across the term, including, e.g., reviewing 
literature, developing methods, collecting data, interpreting or developing a concept or idea into a 
full-fledged production or artistic work) Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics and activities 
and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words) 

Interactions with faculty and peers about substantive matters including regular, meaningful faculty 
mentoring and peer support. Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics and activities and indicate 
specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words) 



Research & Creative Inquiry Inventory 

Students will get frequent, timely, and constructive feedback on their work, iteratively scaffolding 
research or creative skills in curriculum to build over time. Please link this expectation to the course 
goals, topics and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 
words)   

Periodic, structured opportunities to reflect and integrate learning in which students interpret 
findings or reflect on creative work. Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics and activities and 
indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words) 



Research & Creative Inquiry Inventory 

Opportunities to discover relevance of learning through real-world applications (e.g., mechanism 
for allowing students to see their focused research question or creative project as part of a larger 
conceptual framework). Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics and activities and indicate 
specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words) 

Public Demonstration of competence, such as a significant public communication of research or 
display of creative work, or a community scholarship celebration. Please link this expectation to the 
course goals, topics and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 
words) 



Research & Creative Inquiry Inventory 

Experiences with diversity wherein students demonstrate intercultural competence and empathy 
with people and worldview frameworks that may differ from their own. Please link this expectation to 
the course goals, topics and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-
500 words)  

Explicit and intentional efforts to promote inclusivity and a sense of belonging and safety for 
students, (e.g. universal design principles, culturally responsible pedagogy). Please link this expectation 
to the course goals, topics and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-500 words) 



Research & Creative Inquiry Inventory 

Clear plan to market this course to get a wider enrollment of typically underserved populations. 
Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments 
through which it will be met. (50-500 words) 


	Overview
	Accessibility
	Pedagogical Practicesfor Research & Creative Inquiry

	Course subject & number: SOCIOL 4XXX
	Performance expectations set at appropriately high levels (e: 
	g: 
	 students investigate their own questions or develop their own creative projects): Students will complete a major research project that will provide options to tailor to their career and personal goals as global citizens. They will be required to study prior research, analyze data, and write an original paper analyzing a dimension of social inequality for communication to a selected audience. One track will follow the format of a traditional academic study most appropriate for those targeting graduate or professional school after their undergraduate career. Other tracks will follow formats appropriate for public communication or organizational communication within a corporate or non-profit setting. All tracks will be required to develop and demonstrate skill in critically evaluating research, bringing to bear relevant empirical data, and identifying the limitations of knowledge and data in answering the core research question. The course will support skill development using the book: Birkenstein, Cathy, and Gerald Graff. They Say/I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing. WW Norton & Company, 2018. We will use the book to support students in 1) developing the skills to competently read and absorb academic research; and 2) communicating in speech and writing about social inequality using evidence-based approaches. While the title of the book highlights "academic writing" I will present in a broader context focused on logical reasoning with data.


	Significant investment of time and effort by students over an extended period of time (e: 
	g: 
	, scaffolded scientific or creative processes building across the term: The research project will require investment of time and effort over the course of the entire semester, with scaffolded assignments supporting that sustained effort. Students will begin by reviewing research and alternative communication vehicles for research on social inequality, then move into collecting and evaluating data using the resources available through the Social Science Data Analysis Network and Social Explorer, then develop a question of interest to a specific audience, then write a final research paper evaluating that question and written targeting that specific audience. The lab section will be significantly focused on students developing research skills in utilizing publicly available data sources on social inequality and population health and wellbeing. 


	Interactions with faculty and peers about substantive matters including regular, meaningful faculty mentoring and peer support: The course includes both a lecture and a lab section. The combination of these course meetings will enable both large and small group discussion. Faculty and teaching assistant mentoring will be provided for each step in the skill-development process. Some of the large lecture sessions will be structured as active learning with students completing tasks in small groups with the professor moving about the room. The lab section will provide further opportunity for intensive instructor and peer feedback and interaction. 
	tudents will get frequent, timely, and constructive feedback on their work, iteratively scaffolding research or creative skills in curriculum to build over time: The weekly reading analysis will provide regular feedback. In addition, the scaffolded final research project will provide frequent and constructive feedback on iteratively developing the poster presentation and final research paper. 
	Periodic, structured opportunities to reflect and integrate learning in which students interpret findings or reflect on creative work: In addition to the scaffolded final research paper assignments, weekly reading analysis assignments will build the skills needed to successfully complete the final research paper.
	Opportunities to discover relevance of learning through real-world applications (e: 
	g: 
	, mechanism for allowing students to see their focused research question or creative project as part of a larger conceptual framework): The research project will be built explicitly around communicating to a specific selected audience and considering the challenges and opportunities of reasoning with evidence. As a course focused on inequality and social change we will also discuss throughout policy and related interventions in systems of inequality. The course is bookended with readings and discussion about practical applications of social science in redressing inequality, a matter of great interest and concern for most students.


	Public Demonstration of competence, such as a significant public communication of research or display of creative work, or a community scholarship celebration: The capstone meeting of the course will be a collective poster or three-minute thesis presentation (depending on the size of the course) where students will share their work with each other. This will both provide the opportunity to develop skills in communicating about scientific evidence and allow students to learn from and be inspired by each other's research inquiry.
	Experiences with diversity wherein students demonstrate intercultural competence and empathy with people and worldview frameworks that may differ from their own: The entire course focuses on diverse experiences and disparities in social conditions and opportunities. Readings and discussions build empathy and intercultural competence through exposure to experiences of social exclusion and privilege. Students will also engage alternative perspectives on inequality and policy. Course discussion will encourage civil, critical engagement with alternative perspectives.
	Explicit and intentional efforts to promote inclusivity and a sense of belonging and safety for students, (e: 
	g: 
	 universal design principles, culturally responsible pedagogy): Course materials have been selected to promote diverse and inclusive material. Lectures will highlight the contributions of diverse scholars and communities to social science. The course will also discuss histories of oppression and exclusion in social science. Implications for practical applications will be discussed in lecture and lab. Students will learn skills in reasoning with evidence in ways that recognize histories of exclusion from social science and the academy among marginalized populations. Students will be encouraged to select paper topics that go beyond the material discussed in the course to pursue interests in inequality and diversity that may be less well covered by the assigned readings.The assessments are deliberately designed to be multi-modal and therefore draw on distinct strengths and gaps for students. The assessment will also be developmental and reward growth and improvement rather than only the baseline skills that students bring to the course. The scaffolded assignments in the research paper will enable such assessments of skill development.


	Clear plan to market this course to get a wider enrollment of typically underserved populations: Sociology often draws wide enrollment of typically underserved populations and thus is well-positioned to attract a diverse population of students to this thematic course. In addition, we will seek to add this course to the racial and ethnic diversity certificate in order to draw even more widely.


